
All-Day Chamber Music Workshop
with the Elm Chamber Ensemble

Sunday, April 19, 2020

Please Note:  Each participant of your ensemble must complete 
and submit a separate registration form with payment.

Registration Deadline:  February 24, 2020

Registration Form

Name:_________________________________________

Instrument:_____________________________________

Address:_______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________

Email:_________________________________________

Piece/Movement Your Ensemble Will Work On:

______________________________________________

Other Members of Your Ensemble:

Name Instrument

____________________________ _________________

____________________________ _________________

____________________________ _________________

____________________________ _________________

Lunch Preference:    [   ] Vegetarian    [   ] Non-Vegetarian

[   ]  I would like to support NCMC’s scholarship fund, so I 
have added a tax-deductible $________ to my payment 
for this purpose.

Please mail this form with your non-refundable fee of $120 to:
NCMC, 139 South Street, Northampton, MA 01060

Please make checks payable to NCMC.
To use VISA or MasterCard, please provide information below.

Card No.__________-_________-_________-_________

Expiration Date____/____  3-Digit Verification Code_____

Authorizing Signature_____________________________

About The Workshop

This workshop is open to musicians in pre-formed trios, 
quartets or quintets who desire the opportunity for detailed 
and in-depth work under the guidance of coaches from a 
professional chamber ensemble.

This year’s coaches are from the Elm Chamber 
Ensemble:  Joel Pitchon (violin), Marie-Volcy Pellitier 
(cello), and Yu-Mei Wei (piano).  You can read about each 
of the coaches on the reverse side of this brochure.

Participating ensembles choose the piece or movement 
they would like to rehearse at the workshop.  In addition to 
bringing the sheet music for your own part, please have 
one member of your ensemble bring a copy of the score 
for the coaches to use that day.

Each ensemble will have a 45-minute coaching block with 
each member of the Elm Chamber Ensemble, as well as 
blocks for un-coached rehearsal time.  At the end of the 
workshop, all participants will convene in NCMC’s recital 
hall for a performance by the Elm Chamber Ensemble, 
followed by Q&A.  Participating ensembles will not perform 
at this workshop.

Lunch, as well as coffee, bottled water, and snacks, will be 
provided by NCMC.  Those with strict dietary restrictions 
or food allergies should bring their own food.

Enrollment is limited to six pre-formed ensembles 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  To secure 
your place, early registration is highly recommended.

Registration Deadline:
February 24, 2020

Workshop Fee:  $120 per participant

If you have any questions prior to registering, please 
contact Jason Trotta, Executive Director of NCMC at:

(413) 585-0001
jason@ncmc.net

Schedule

About The Music Center

The Northampton Community Music Center (NCMC) is 
a not-for-profit organization founded in 1986 on the 
principle that music has a fundamental role in human 
development and the education of music should be 
accessible to all.  In 1997, NCMC took occupancy of the 
historic South Street School building under lease from the 
City of Northampton.  With the support of the community, 
NCMC has invested more than 1.5 million dollars in the 
restoration and renovation of the property over the span of 
22 years, and in 2019 purchased it as a permanent home.

NCMC employs more than 50 professional teaching artists 
and has an annual enrollment of more than 800 students.  
Its scholarship program provides financial aid on a sliding 
scale to students that would otherwise be unable to afford 
their music education (currently 1 in every 7 students who 
attend NCMC).  Since its founding, no qualifying student 
has ever been denied a scholarship to attend NCMC.

In addition to private lessons in more than 20 different 
instruments, NCMC offers group classes, coached 
ensembles, special workshops, outreach programs, 
professional concerts and special events.  NCMC has had 
a long-standing commitment to chamber music, offering 
instruction throughout the year by experienced faculty 
members.  For more information or to join NCMC’s mailing 
list, please visit ncmc.net or call (413) 585-0001.

9:00-9:30 am Check-In/Orientation
9:30-10:15 am Coaching Block A
10:15-11:00 am Coaching Block B
11:00-11:15 am Break
11:15 am-Noon Coaching Block C
Noon-12:45 pm Coaching Block D
12:45-1:30 pm Lunch (provided by NCMC)
1:30-2:15 pm Coaching Block E
2:15-3:00 pm Coaching Block F
3:00-3:15 pm Break
3:15-4:00 pm Performance/Q&A
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About The Elm Chamber Ensemble

Joel Pitchon (violin) is active as a soloist, 
concertmaster and chamber music player. He has 
received acclaim for his performances with nationally and 
internationally renowned ensembles.  Pitchon studied with 
Lewis Kaplan, Oscar Shumsky and Joseph Fuchs, and 
received his degrees from The Juilliard School.  He has 
served as the concertmaster of numerous orchestras, 
including the Orquestra Ciutat de Barcelona (Spain), the 
New York Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra, the Colorado 
Music Festival Orchestra, the New Zealand Symphony 
(guest), the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa, 
Canada, guest) and the EOS Orchestra (NY).  He has 
participated in many concerts in the United States and 
abroad with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and the New 
York Philharmonic.  Mr. Pitchon also works extensively in 
chamber ensembles. He has been a member of the 
Forster String Trio, the Walden Chamber Players and the 
Kinor String Quartet, among other groups. Each summer 
he participates in a series of concerts as leader of the New 
Baroque Soloists. Mr. Pitchon is currently a music 
professor at Smith College and a member of the Sage 
Chamber Music Society.

Marie-Volcy Pelletier (cello) is a native of Paris.  She 
received the Premier Prix in Cello and Chamber Music 
from the Conservatoire National de Région de Boulogne-
Billancourt, France, where she studied with Michel 
Strauss.  Ms. Pelletier was a member of the Lyon 
Symphony at the age of 21.  Subsequently she won a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study with Bernard Greenhouse, 
cellist of the renowned Beaux Arts Trio, at the New 
England Conservatory.  She has been the acting principal 
cellist of the Orquestra Ciutat de Barcelona in Spain.  
While living in London, Ms. Pelletier frequently participated 
in concerts of the London Symphony Orchestra and was a 
member of the BBC Orchestra.  She has been featured in 
chamber music concerts and given recitals on both sides 
of the Atlantic.  Pelletier was a founding member of the 
Concert Players String Trio in London, the Forster String 
Trio and the Kinor Quartet in New York City.  She was also 
a member of the Laurentian String Quartet, which held a 
residency at Sarah Lawrence College in New York.  
Pelletier is currently a Lecturer in Cello Performance at 
Smith College, and a member of the Sage Chamber Music 
Society.

Yu-Mei Wei (piano) has appeared as a soloist with various 
orchestras in the United States, Europe and Taiwan.  In 
addition, she has also given recitals in Germany, Poland, 
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Thailand, Hong 
Kong, China, and her home country of Taiwan.  As the first 
Taiwanese musician to tour in Poland, she treated crowds 
in Warsaw, Poznan, Blawistok, and Kalisz with memorable 
performances that won her many accolades.  Her passion 
for chamber music propelled Ms. Wei to form the Taipei 
Fine Arts Trio in 1994.  Ms. Wei holds a Bachelor of Music 
in Piano Performance from the Indiana University where 
she graduated with performance certificate and a Master 
of Music in Piano Performance from the University of 
Southern California.  Ms. Wei has studied with Ilana 
Mysior, Menahem Pressler, and John Perry.  She is 
currently teaching at the Deerfield Academy and Taipei 
National University of Arts.

This workshop is supported by ACMP–Associated Chamber 
Music Players, which is a worldwide membership organization 
that supports the playing of chamber music for pleasure among 

musicians of all ages, skill levels, and backgrounds.

NCMC receives support for its programs and services by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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