
November 14, 2019 

Dear Friend of the Northampton Community Music Center, 

What’s in a name? In the case of the Northampton Community Music Center, a great deal. 
Founded in 1986 to help compensate for the diminishing music program in the public 
schools, NCMC has moved, grown, and expanded to become so much more than a 
school. This year saw NCMC officially purchase the building it has occupied for the past 
22 years, paving the way for a more stable and exciting future in a permanent home. 
NCMC has in a very short period of time grown into a vital cultural resource for Western 
Massachusetts, employing more than 50 professional faculty members and providing 
music lessons and classes to more than 800 students annually. 

The name, Northampton Community Music Center, was thoughtfully chosen, to 
emphasize the fact that its goal is to be a true center of music in Northampton and the 
surrounding communities. In the words of Adriana, the Registrar at NCMC, to walk into 
the building is to be surrounded by a symphony of sound. Not only are many instruments 
sounding their melodies (and sometimes squeaks), but children are stomping up and 
down the stairs, friends are greeting each other in the lobby, parents are meeting each 
other and reading to their children, and new connections are being made. 

In addition to providing top quality instruction, both instrumental and vocal, NCMC also 
provides training in studio recording, music theory, jazz, blues, chamber music, early 
childhood programs, music therapy, and student and faculty recitals. Outreach programs 
abound as well, with NCMC providing musical experiences through its Beverly Pickering 
Music & Alzheimer’s Project, its children’s concert series at the Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art, its beloved Springfest celebration each May, and so much more. 

All of this comes at a cost, and tuition covers only about 80% of NCMC’s expenses. 
NCMC operates extremely efficiently, with a small staff and no waste. Requests for 
scholarships are rising, outreach programs are not always covered by grants, and our 
building and systems are always in need of updating. We need the help of the entire 
community to keep this wonderful organization truly the musical center of the region. 

The board of directors has responded to a challenge to increase its Annual Fund giving 
level by 25%, and pledges in to date have already exceeded that number. We hope that 
you will be moved by the importance of what NCMC is doing for the community and for 
its students, ages 1- 90, that you will also respond with generous support for our Annual 
Fund drive this year. 
 
Sincerely, 

Karen Gengler    Jason Trotta 
Vice President, Board of Directors  Executive Director 

P.S. If you would like to learn more about making a legacy gift, please contact NCMC for 
a brochure describing the Cadenza Society or to discuss planned giving.
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